
There’s a pretty good chance that comic 
books aren’t ready for black metal. We aren’t 
referring to the surface level stuff here – the 

imagery and the themes, that’s been incestuously 
simmering between the panels for decades now – 
we’re talking about the attitude, the danger and 
the empowerment. With market leaders Marvel and 
DC clinging desperately onto life with its creatively-
barren characters and fan-servicing publishing 
plans, comics – once considered to be the corrupter 
of children and harbingers of malcontent – have 
become pretty placid. That’s something October File 
bassist and Candlelight Records owner Steve Beatty 
could not stand for. 

“Well I guess I got inspired, like I have done 
with a lot of things in my life, because I looked at 
what was going on and thought, well, this is just 
awful,” Steve says ahead of the release of Realm 
Of The Damned. “Comics are, like the rest of the 
retarded world, trying to be politically correct for 

some reason. It just got me thinking; horror’s not 
really horror, science fiction’s not really fiction… it’s 
all just a bit shit, isn’t it? I want to do something 
about it.”

When Steve remarks “opinion without action 
is pointless; I didn’t want to be one of those 
people,” he means it. It’s that attitude that’s led to 
the creation of Werewolf Press and the imminent 
release of Realm Of The Damned – just like it did 
with Plastic Head back in 1990. Of course, you 
might be wondering what the big deal is, right? 
Why should you care about a graphic novel? 
Because Realm Of The Damned is a black metal-
infused gothic horror, a new series that’s blending 
the music that you love and the madness of a 
format free of conventional storytelling restrictions. 

Written by Alec Worley and drawn by Simon 
Parr, Realm Of The Damned, the first graphic 
novel in a four-part anthology, is centred around 
a supernatural defence agency known as The 

Congregation. 
Led by 
legendary 
monster-

hunter (turned fugitive and addict) Alberic Van 
Helsing, he’s part of a covert wing of the Catholic 
Church that’s trying to push back an ancient evil 
summoned by a black metal band. When church 
burnings and murder are no longer enough of a 
statement, summoning the vampire elite seems like 
the logical next step, right?

“In the actual book itself, there’s a Norwegian 
black metal band – the Sons Of Babel – who want 
to bring this nasty vampire back to life. They 
basically sacrifice one of their members to bring 
him back to life and then a church is burnt down 
around him,” says Beatty, as he begins to tell 
us how his violent story is rooted in the past of 
metal’s most interesting movement. “Black metal 
has had a strange history, hasn’t it? It’s been the 
most interesting movement in heavy metal ever, 
mainly because of what you’d call extremities. There 
were the church burnings – Norwegian middle-
class white kids fucked off with their Christian 
culture and rebelled against it. That’s where it all 
came from, it’s Norway’s version of punk rock. It 
had a rebellious thing to it. I thought it was really 
interesting. It was basic and dark and horrible.”
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